
Proper drainage is essential for all playgrounds and safety surfacing. Drainage systems are 
costly and water vaults are very effective by allowing water to absorb naturally into surrounding 
sub-grade soil. Use of synthetic lumber bender board for border works well for curves, using 
concrete form stakes, wood screws, then securing geotextile with rust-resistant staples.

US Rubber Mulch
Michael Baldwin, President

2973 Harbor Boulevard, Suite 228, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
(855) 746-3334, ext. 701

USRubberMulch.com
Michael@USRubberMulch.com

Sub-Grade Soil
Slope 1 degree min. toward drainage
Use of 3/4” crushed stone aggregate for
proper water flow toward water vault pit
or French drain system

Water Vault & Sub-Base

1 cubic yard pit (water vault) for every
250-300sf of area and geotextile fabric
may be needed if soil is loose.

3/4” crushed rock allows for proper
water flow toward drainage system.

Playground Border for Loose-Fill Safety Surfacing
Placement 3” above surfacing helps to contain material, which can vary ± 2”-3” during playtime, 
depending on age(s) and number of children, and bender board works well.

Loose-Fill Rubber Mulch Safety Surfacing
6” depth is recommended, 4” min. for ages 5 and under with constant adult supervision 
and leveling of uneven areas during playtime to maintain proper safety.
Geotextile fabric required between rubber mulch and sub-base drainage, securing perimeter by 
doubling over and stapling to inside of border, covering up the stakes on the inside of border..
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Playground Cut-Away View for
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